


" W i l d e r n e s s  i s  n o t  a  l u x u r y  b u t   
a  n e c e s s i t y  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s p i r i t "  

E d w a r d  A b b e y

Front page: @some_scott boshing
Corrieyairack Pass on CrossduroScotland  
(Photo by @topofests) 
 
This page: @stu_86 in full recce mode



Y O U  A R E
R E S P O N S I B L E

F O R  Y O U R  O W N
A C T I O N S

T h e  c o l l e c t i v e  i s   r u n  o n  a  n o t - f o r -
p r o f i t  b a s i s  b y  a  f e w  a d  h o c  r a c e r s .
   
T h e r e  i s  n o - o n e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e
r a c e s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  t h e y  a r e
e n t i r e l y  s e l f - o r g a n i s e d  m e a n i n g  t h e
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  w h o  r a c e
o n  t h e  d a y  a r e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y
c o m p e t i t o r s  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .   
 
T h e r e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  s u p p o r t ;  e a c h
r i d e r  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s / h e r
a c t i o n s ,  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  i t s e l f  c a r r i e s
n o  l i a b i l i t y .  D o  n o t  t u r n  u p  a t  t h e
s t a r t  l i n e  i f  y o u  a r e  u n e a s y  a b o u t
t h i s .  



2017 saw the birth of The Racing Collective... an experiment

using social media/GPS/Strava to run self-supported

grassroots events. 

 

In our eyes endurance cycling is mainly about self-control... you

can race 4,000km across Europe if you know yourself well

enough.   

 

But this isn't enough when the addressing greater challenges,

such a having a positive environmental impact.  For that, we

need to build a community of like-minded people which is just

starting to take shape. 

 

Here's what we got up to as a club in 2017... 

T H E  R A C I N G  
C O L L E C T I V E  

 
 

2 0 1 7



C R O S S D U R O  
W A L E S

M e n a i  B r i d g e  t o  C a r d i f f  

3 0 %  g r a v e l :  7 0 %  r o a d  

3 1 0 k m  

6 4 0 0 m  c l i m b i n g  

5  t i m e d  s e c t i o n s  

2  d a y  b i k e - p a c k i n g  t r i p  

https://youtu.be/16eP9wleiPY


C R O S S D U R O  
O X F O R D  

I t  s e e m e d  o b v i o u s ,  s e t  a  r o u t e ,  l e t  S t r a v a  h a n d l e

t h e  t i m i n g  a n d  t r a c k i n g ,  p u b l i c i s e  t h r o u g h  a  S t r a v a

c l u b  a n d  e n j o y .  N o  s p o n s o r s ,  n o  p e r m i s s i o n s  a n d  n o

p a p e r w o r k .    

 

-  E d  W o l s t e n h o l m e  @ g u t s i b i k e s

Saturday 17 June 2017 
 
 
photo: @benedict13

http://gutsibikes.blogspot.co.uk/2017/06/crossduro-oxford-xdo17.html
http://gutsibikes.blogspot.co.uk/2017/06/crossduro-oxford-xdo17.html


“ G u y s ,  I  d o n ’t  t h i n k  I ’m  g o i n g  t o  k e e p

g o i n g . ”  S t u a r t  h a s  j u s t  c a u g h t  u p  w i t h

u s  i n  B r a e m a r ,  w h e r e  m e ,  C a m p b e l l ,  a n d

C h r i s  a r e  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  o u t s i d e  a

C o - o p ,  e x h a u s t e d ,  a n d  e n g u l f i n g  c a l o r i e s

a f t e r  t h e  h a r d e s t  c l i m b s  o f  t h e

C a i r n g o r m s  a g a i n s t  a  p o w e r f u l  h e a d w i n d

h a v e  l e f t  u s  a l r e a d y  s h a t t e r e d   —   a n d  w e

h a v e  o n l y  j u s t  p a s s e d  t h e  f i r s t

c h e c k p o i n t  ( C P 1 ) .  

 

-  J e n n y  T o u g h ,  @ j e n n y t o u g h  

N A M E  -  T I M E  A T  F I N I S H  ( E L A P S E D  T I M E ) :  
F R A S E R  -  1 2 . 2 9  ( 2 6 H 2 9 M )  

J E N N Y  -  1 8 . 4 2  ( 3 2 H 4 2 M )  
N I A L L  -  2 0 . 0 2  ( 3 4 H 0 2 M )  

T O M  -  2 0 . 3 6  ( 3 4 H 3 6 M )  
M O S T Y N  -  A S  A B O V E  ( P A I R )  

C H R I S  -  0 1 . 0 2  ( 3 9 H 0 2 M )  
C A M P B E L L  -  A S  A B O V E  ( P A I R )  

 
S C R A T C H E D :  

S T U  -  A T  B R I D G E  O F  O R C H Y  ( ~ 3 3 0 K M )  
D A V I D  -  A T  F O R T  W I L L I A M  ( ~ 2 7 0 K M )  
C A L L U M  -  A T  D A L W H I N N I E  ( ~ 2 2 0 K M )  

T R A N S  S C O T L A N D  R A C E  Saturday 1 July 2017 

https://medium.com/@jennytough/transscotlandrace17-50b0ace01600
https://medium.com/@jennytough/transscotlandrace17-50b0ace01600


P U B D U R O  
N O R T H  
Y O R K  
M O O R S  

I ’d  b e  l y i n g  i f  I  s a i d  t h a t  w h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p i n t  a n d  c r e a m  t e a

i n  t h e  L i o n  w a s n ’t  t h e  v e r y  b e s t  p a r t  o f  i t  a l l .  P e r h a p s  s l i g h t l y

t i p s y ,  t h e  e n s u i n g  m a d  s i n g l e t r a c k  c o n t o u r i n g  a r o u n d  a n d  t h e n

d o w n  i n t o  t h e  R o s e d a l e  v a l l e y  w a s  j u s t  t h r i l l i n g .  D a s h i n g  a n d

d i v i n g  o v e r  t h e  r o c k s ,  s p l a s h i n g  t h r o u g h  m u r k y  p u d d l e s ,

s u r r o u n d e d  b y  b a n k s  o f  p u r p l e .    

 

-  K a t h e r i n e  M o o r e ,  @ k a t h e r i n e b i k e s
Saturday 26 August 2017 

https://katherinebikes.com/pubduro-north-york-moors-the-racing-collective/
https://katherinebikes.com/pubduro-north-york-moors-the-racing-collective/


L o w  c l o u d  l a d e n  w i t h  f i n e  A t l a n t i c  r a i n  s o a k e d  a l l

w h o  w e r e  b r a v e  e n o u g h  t o  t a k e  o n  t h e  e l e m e n t s .

T h i s  w a s  l o o k i n g  l i k e  a  ' t y p e  2  f u n '  k i n d  o f  d a y ,  o n e

t o  f e e l  g o o d  a b o u t  l a t e r  i n  t h e  p u b ,  o r  r e c l i n e d  o n

t h e  s o f a  i n  f r o n t  o f  d e a d e y e .   

 

-  E d  W o l s t e n h o l m e  @ g u t s i b i k e s

Saturday 7 October 2017 
 
photos: @steph3nsmith 

 
 
Winner: Toby Chillis 
 
#xdp17 That smile got
rammed up my arse alright.
Massive respect for
@theracingcollective. The
word used to describe the
route was ‘challenging’. no
shit. @tobychillis 

C R O S S D U R O  
P E N N I N E S

https://gutsibikes.blogspot.co.uk/2017/10/crossduro-pennines-xdp17.html
https://gutsibikes.blogspot.com/2017/10/crossduro-pennines-xdp17.html


C R O S S D U R O  
S C O T L A N D

I n v e r n e s s  t o  G l a s g o w  

9 0 %  g r a v e l :   1 0 %  r o a d  

3 3 0 k m  

5 , 5 0 0 m  c l i m b i n g  

5  t i m e d  s e c t i o n s  

2  d a y  b i k e - p a c k i n g  t r i p  

 
Winner (M):  
Niall Iain  
5h06m 
 
Winner (F):  
Natalie Wheatley  
6h10m

https://www.fionaoutdoors.co.uk/2017/09/cyclists-take-part-first-crossduroscotland.html


A N N U A L  
C O N S E R V A T I O N  
A N D  R A C E  
P L A N N I N G  W E E K  

S p e n t  a  w e e k  a t  A t h n a m u l l o c h  b o t h y   i n
G l e n  A f f r i c  h e l p i n g  T r e e s  f o r  L i f e
r e s t o r e  1 0 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  S c o t t i s h
w i l d e r n e s s .  
 
N o  p h o n e  r e c e p t i o n ,  n o  w i f i . . .  t h i s  i s
w h e r e  g o o d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  p l a n s  f o r
t h e  n e x t  a d v e n t u r e  t h r i v e .

23 to 30 September 2017 

" T h e  f a c t  t h a t
s u s t a i n a b i l i t y  s e e m s
a l m o s t  a  n o n - i s s u e  i n
t h e  c y c l i n g  i n d u s t r y
b e w i l d e r s  m e ,  a s  t h e
f r e e d o m  w e  e x p e r i e n c e
a s  c y c l i s t s  i s  s o  c l o s e l y
i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t  w e  r i d e  i n "
 L i a n  v a n  L e e u w e n ,    
# T C R N o 5  p h o t o g r a p h e r  



T H A N K  Y O U !

W e  h o p e  t o  s e e  y o u  o n  a  r i d e   s o o n

w w w . t h e r a c i n g c o l l e c t i v e . c o m


